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This course has two parts. After providing a few methodological tools for image description (contrast, focus, colour, framing, 

repetition, etc.), the first part will focus on the syntactic and discursive integration/status of GIFs and memes. We will then examine 

the link(s) between text and image, as well as the inclusion of these images in context and discursive co-text. We will conclude this 

first part by analysing the multimodal tropes in this type of visual document, especially the use of personification, simile, metaphor 

and hyperbole.

The second part of the course will first focus on analysing political cartoons with a focus on minorities, immigration and social 

issues in English speaking countries by looking at techniques such as symbols, caricatures, exaggeration, sarcasm and labeling. 

We will then examine the representation of Western concepts such as freedom, civilization and progress in the arts since the 19th 

century. Finally, we will look at the representation of the Other throughout history via the study of different artistic mediums, such 

as paintings, photography and films.
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